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The following are weekly readings for  May and 
June 2019. Read synopses of the Torah portions at 

emanuelnyc.org/torahataglance. 

Acharei Mot II (Read Saturday, May 4)
Leviticus 18:1–30

K’doshim (Read Saturday, May 11)
Leviticus 19:1-20:27

Emor (Read Saturday, May 18)
Leviticus 21:1−24:23

B’har (Read Saturday, May 25)
Leviticus 25:1-26:2

B’chukotai (Read Saturday, June 1)
Leviticus 26:3-27:34

B’midbar (Read Saturday, June 8)
Numbers 1:1−4:20

Naso (Read Saturday, June 15)
Numbers 4:21−7:89

B’haalot’cha (Read Saturday, June 22)
Numbers 8:1−12:16

Sh’lach L’cha (Read Saturday, June 29) 
Numbers 13:1−15:41

WEEKLY TORAH STUDY
Torah study meets each Saturday from 9:15 AM to 10:15 
AM. All are welcome to attend. Through engaging, 
thoughtful conversation and lively debate, we plumb the 
depths of our most important sacred text and discover 
themes in the narrative that still affect our lives today.

Torah at a Glance

Volume 91, No. 5 is a publication of  

Congregation Emanu-El of the City of New York. 

We welcome your questions, suggestions and contributions.  

Please contact Jackie Peterson at 212-507-9512 or  

jpeterson@emanuelnyc.org.

KEEP US INFORMED

Help us serve you better by keeping us informed of changes in 

your life. Contact the membership office at 212-507-9514  

or membership@emanuelnyc.org. 
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Membership Update

We are pleased to announce that this summer, 

the temple will launch an online member portal 

as a part of its larger migration to salesforce for 

its membership management system. 

This will allow members the opportunity to update contact 

information directly, view billing statements and make 

payments, access tax documents, and eventually review 

prior or upcoming event participation, including tickets. More 

information will be available in the coming weeks, and an 

invitation to register and access the portal will be included with 

member renewal forms in early June. 

To expedite the initial registration and setup process, we 

invite all members to update their email addresses over the 

coming weeks.

Please contact membership@emanuelnyc.org or  

212-507-9515 if you have any questions or to update  

this information.



May 22, 2019 | 6:15 PM 
Members of the Muslim  

Jewish Solidarity Committee 
will join us for a night focused 

on “Elevating our Voices.”

Breaking Bread, 

Building Relationships

Interfaith Iftars

May 31, 2019 | 7:30 PM
Members of The Diwan 
Foundation will join us as 
we share in lively discussion 
and a festive dinner.

For more information: emanuelnyc.org/calendar
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Worship at Emanu-El

Sabbath Eve Lay-Led Union Prayer Book Minyan 
May 3 & June 7 | 5:15 PM | Greenwald Hall
Gather with friends old and new for a contemplative 
welcoming of the Sabbath, prior to our service in the Fifth 
Avenue Sanctuary. If you have questions or are interested 
in volunteering to read on future dates, contact Dr. 
Frederick Roden at fsroden@aol.com.

Friday Night Live: Jerusalem of Gold
May 10 | 6:00 PM | Fifth Avenue Sanctuary
At a Jerusalem music festival in May 1967, an unknown 
soldier unveiled a new song, a plaint of longing for our 
ancestral home, the city from which Jews had been barred 
since the creation of the State of Israel. Weeks later, the 
Six Day War broke out, and Yerushalayim Shel Zahav 
became a rallying cry for Israelis weary of strife and longing 
to touch the ancient stones that represent our history. To 
mark Israel’s 71st birthday, that now renowned singer, Shuli 
Natan, will perform and deliver remarks during services 
followed by a moderated conversation and an extended 
Oneg with a DJ and Israeli food. This special Friday Night 
Live not only celebrates Israel but the Upper East Side 
Reform Jewish community, with Temple Emanu-El and 
Temple Israel of the City of New York joining together for 
a collective Shabbat service. This program is generously 
sponsored by The Tisch Family. 

Shabbat Kodesh & Family Dinner
May 17 | 6:00 PM service, 7:00 PM dinner 
Fifth Avenue Sanctuary
Our final family service of the year will feature joyful music led 
by Cantor Mo Glazman, Hadar Orshalimy and a three-piece 
band. At this service, we will celebrate our students who 
have earned Religious School with Honors and our  
Seventh Grade Mitzvah Messengers. After the service, 
Nursery School, Religious School, teen and alumni  
families are invited to a family dinner. While our service  
is open to all, dinner requires paid reservations at  
www.shabbatkodesh.org.

Evening Shavuot Service
June 8 | 6:00 PM | Fifth Avenue Sanctuary
Morning Shavuot Service & Confirmation
June 9 | 10:30 AM | Fifth Avenue Sanctuary
All are invited to join in celebrating with our Confirmation 
students as they stand before our congregation, ready  
to accept the responsibilities of Jewish adulthood and 
affirming Torah’s place in their identity. Confirmands will  
join the clergy in leading the community in study and 
worship. The service is also a Yizkor service, one of four 
times during the year when we mourn together and recite 
the memorial prayers in remembrance of those whom we 
have loved and lost. 

Yom Hazikaron

The Consulate General of Israel in New York will hold 
their community-wide Yom Hazikaron service in Lowenstein 
Sanctuary. Please direct inquiries to the consulate via their 

website, www.embassies.gov.il/new-york.

May 7 | 6:00 PM | Lowenstein Sanctuary
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By Beth Pilchik, Religious School Parent

On February 9, 2019, we celebrated our older son Miles’s 

bar mitzvah. We chose Temple Emanu-El for many reasons: 

Our friends belonged and liked it, religious school was one 

day a week, everyone seemed nice, and a family could have 

their bar mitzvah service with only their child. This was a relief 

to me, as I didn’t have to worry about our family dynamic 

impacting another family’s experience. You see, our younger 

son Matthew lives with austism, and living his daily life is 

hard enough. He has trouble eating, sleeping, and focusing; 

being part of a group activity is always challenging for him. 

Going to Temple and being part of his brother’s bar mitzvah 

— or having one of his own — was something that my 

husband Evan and I really didn’t have time or energy to think 

about. However, on February 9, during Miles’s beautiful and 

special Havdalah service with Rabbi Davidson and Cantor 

Glazman, that thought changed, and I have my 13-year-old 

son to thank for that.

As parents of a neuro-typical and a special needs child, 

ensuring one child’s needs doesn’t supersede the other 

is very important. It’s almost impossible but always on 

our radar. For Miles’ bar mitzvah, Evan and I immediately 

focused on what was important to us: Making sure Miles 

had the bar mitzvah he wanted while ensuring Matthew 

could be a part of it in some capacity.

Everyone had a job – Miles would attend Religious School, 

meet with his tutor and the clergy. It was terrific watching 

our son prepare and mature. We didn’t really know what to 

expect of seven-year-old Matthew, who didn’t like crowds 

or music, but we were going to put in place whatever tools 

we needed to help Matthew support his older brother. For 

our family, this meant hiring an Applied Behavior Analysis 

(ABA) therapist Matthew knew to be with and support him, 

creating a social story that helped Matthew understand what 

was happening from start to finish, working with the Temple 

so they knew Matthew might arrive and exit for breaks and 

most of all — enjoy this moment as much as possible.

While we experienced the joy of watching our son be called 

to read from the Torah, the experience reinforced why 

Temple Emanu-El is our temple and introduced our family 

and friends to the fact that this community is open to all.

Usually when we are at temple, we sit in the back row. 

Matthew colors, builds LEGOs or plays a game on his 

iPad. During family Shabbat Kodesh services, Matthew will 

often draw his own answers on the graffiti wall, his shoes 

are usually off, and he is often running. For everyone, from 

Saul and Rachel to Rabbi Davidson and Cantor Glazman, 

meeting Matthew’s special needs were never a big deal. 

To me it was the world, but to them it didn’t matter, and at 

every turn we were met with care and Matthew was met 

with respect.

In the months leading up to his Bar Mitzvah, Miles and I 

discussed his Mitzvah Project. He explained to me that 

after visiting the Special Olympics with Temple Emanu-El’s 

Mitzvah Corps and seeing adults with special needs, he 

wanted to raise money for Matthew’s school, Manhattan 

Children’s Center, and help them build a new upper school 

location. To execute his project, Miles created a video game-

a-thon where for every dollar he raised, we allowed him to 

play one minute of video games. Yes, we permitted him to 

play video games for every dollar he earned. Miles created 

social media invitations and updates and helped raise over 

$2100 for Manhattan Children’s Center. What surprised 

us all was that strangers donated hundreds of dollars to 

support my children.

For Matthew, we prepared him as much as we could. He 

practiced wearing his suit and reading his social story. I 

soon realized that Matthew understood that Hebrew was 

a language we speak at temple and Miles will be reading 

from a scroll. He would need to take pictures and then go 

to a party. As we prepared him to stand on the bimah in 

front of everyone, we realized Matthew knew that this was 

important. However, Evan and I also knew that whatever 

was going to happen was going to happen and we would 

ensure this was Miles’s moment.

I really expected Matthew to sit in the back with Missy, his 

therapist and date for the day, but he didn’t; he sat with us in 

the first row. When he had enough, he and Missy left. They 

exited toward the right of the door of the main sanctuary, 

and he lost it. I mean, LOST IT! He screamed and yelled and 

A Home for All at Emanu-El

Miles and Matthew hugging on the Bimah.

Continued on next page...
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had enough. While others could not hear him, I could, but 

was smiling knowing he was safe and Miles was doing his 

thing.

When it was time to pass the Torah from generation to 

generation, Matthew was not there. I will never forget 

Rabbi Davidson asking me — are we doing this without 

Matthew? I said “yes,” as I couldn’t stop the service. Then 

as our immediate family and grandmothers were ready to 

pass the Torah from one generation to another, something 

extraordinary happened. Matthew walked right in and 

walked up on the bimah. He wanted to be there to support 

his brother. As we looked in complete shock and awe, 

Matthew helped pass the Torah. When afterwards I went to 

praise Matthew, he told me he was upset that we didn’t let 

go as he wanted to see how heavy it was. While I laughed 

at the thought of him holding the Torah and dropping it, I 

later learned from Missy that Matthew said, “I can’t miss 

the passing of the scroll,” to which she told him he had to 

regroup. And regroup he did.

While the mitzvah project was a beautiful gesture and 

Matthew’s support was enough for the day, it was Miles’s 

sermon that reinforced that this experience was for all of 

us and Temple Emanu-El is a community for all. Miles tied 

his life to his Torah Portion. Below is an abridged version of 

Miles’s sermon:

“God often chooses to set people apart so obviously. Some 

people are born with all kinds of differences. Just like the 

priests wear their clothing to show that they are different, 

children with special needs wear their own, metaphorical 

coat. But, unlike the priests, they can not take it on and 

off. For example, my brother Matthew has autism. To a 

stranger, his metaphorical coat is obvious. To me, he’s my 

brother, doing the best he can with all of his challenges, and 

everyday, like me, learning new things.

When I went with Temple Emanu-El to the Special Olympics, 

I realized, when interacting with other people like Matthew, 

I wanted them to win. I wanted them to succeed. When I 

gave a medal to someone, they said to me, and I will always 

remember this: “I don’t bite.” Now, the first thing anyone 

would say, is “I know.” But for me, someone who has had 

to deal with ADHD my whole life, an amazing brother with 

austism, and a family who isn’t always perfect, I really 

understood where these people were coming from — each 

of them, like each of us, have their own special appearance, 

or clothing, just like God commanded for the priests. I knew 

their special God-given clothing sometimes causes them 

hardships. I knew how long they have had to deal with this.

You all know the saying, ‘Never judge a book by it’s cover.’ 
A saying that your English teacher would say to you when 

you didn’t want to read a book. I’m not going to tell you this. 
I’m going to tell you to never only judge a book by its cover. 
Pay attention to it, it can tell you a lot about the book, but 
not enough to judge it. What we can learn from this, is that 
everyone is special in more than one way, and you can’t 
always tell just by how they look. We are each working with 
what God has given us. I am a nice kid, but when you get 
on my bad side, or I’m having a bad day, I may not be at 
my best. And Matthew is here with his teacher, experiencing 
this day, the best way he can. Supporting me, celebrating 
his brother, and probably, if I had to guess, where he feels 
most comfortable: The last row.

No matter where you are, in the back, in the front, in the 
middle, I appreciate all of you. You might not even hear me 
well if you’re in the back, but at least you’re comfortable in 
your own, metaphorical coat. And that’s perfectly fine with 
me. Shabbat Shalom.”

At the end of Miles’ sermon, the audience clapped and, 

yes, raised a few more dollars for MCC. But Evan and I just 

sat there. Our thirteen-year-old son commanded the same 

room as former Presidents, Supreme Court Justices, and 

First Ladies and taught us all that everyone is doing the best 

they can. I also reflected on our time at Emanu-El. It wasn’t 

just about Miles; it was also about Matthew and how he is 

part of this vast community – with no judgments.

At the end of the evening, Evan asked Miles what he most 

enjoyed about the day. He mentioned the party, Matthew 

being on the bimah, and then he said, “I really enjoyed 

talking to Rabbi Davidson when we were at the ark. Miles 

then said, “Matthew’s next, Mom.” I never thought about 

Matthew having a bar mitzvah until that day; now I know 

it will happen in some capacity as he needs to know how 

heavy the Torah really is.

Over the last few years, in my role as Chair of the Parents 

Association, I often speak about Matthew and what we 

as a family can and can’t do. I am fortunate to know what 

the religious school works to teach to every learner at their 

level and has helped to create their first social story for 

other families. However, on this day I realized that Miles’s 

bar mitzvah was special because it wasn’t only about 

Miles; it shows his understanding of what it meant to be 

a Jewish person through his love for Matthew. In a world 

that is dominated by smartphones and screens, it brought 

me great joy to know that Evan and I had made the right 

choice. We brought our sons into to a community where 

everyone can feel welcome.

Continued...
 

ONLINE: To download a copy of the social story for the 

next Shabbat Kodesh service, visit our website at 

emanuelnyc.org/socialstory.



RELIGIOUS SCHOOL  
REGISTRATION IS NOW OPEN!
Our vibrant and caring Religious School community is a fun 

way for children and their families to learn, celebrate and 

worship together. At our school, which meets one day a 

week, Jewish learning is always meaningful, relevant and 

empowering. 

Please contact Associate Director of Lifelong Learning 

Rachel Brumberg at 212-507-9526 or rbrumberg@

emanuelnyc.org with questions. Registration forms 

are available on our website at www.emanuelnyc.org/

RSforms, or through the school office. 

The first 2019-2020 sessions of school for  

Pre-Kindergarten to Seventh Grade are as follows:

Sunday, September 8  
Monday, September 9

For registration information about our teen programs,  

contact Emma Kate Lindsay, coordinator of Youth  

Learning and Engagement, at 212-507-9529 or  

elindsay@emanuelnyc.org. Please note that you must  

be a member of Congregation Emanu-El to enroll your  

child in the Religious School. 

Discover what makes Temple Emanu-El’s Religious School a great place 

for families to learn and grow. Join us for a session of our innovative and 

dynamic weekly program for children in Pre-K through Third Grade and 

experience the liveliness and warmth of Religious School firsthand. 

While prospective students visit the classroom, parents will have the 

opportunity to meet with Saul Kaiserman, Director of Lifelong Learning, to 

learn more about our school curriculum and programs.  

Register at emanuelnyc.org/rs-openhouse. 

SprIng Open HOuSE
Sunday, May 5, 9:30 AM-12:00 PM | Monday, May 6, 4:00-6:00 PM
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Parents Bar/Bat Mitzvah Meeting

May 5 & 6 | 11:00 AM & 5:15 PM | 10 East 66th Street

At Temple Emanu-El, the date for a bar or bat mitzvah 

service may be scheduled once a child reaches fourth grade 

or when a child turns 10. To learn more about the different 

prayer spaces and types of worship services where children 

may be called to the Torah, join with Rabbi Amy Ehrlich and 

Lifelong Learning Director Saul Kaiserman for a brief and 

informative meeting. This meeting is intended for parents of 

third grade students and those in older grades who have not 

yet scheduled a date.

Shabbat Kodesh Family Worship Service 

May 17 | 6:00 PM worship, 7:00 PM dinner 

Fifth Avenue Sanctuary 

Our final family service of the year will feature joyful music led 

by Cantor Mo Glazman, Hadar Orshalimy and a three-piece 

band. At this service, we will celebrate our students who 

have earned Religious School with Honors and our Seventh 

Grade Mitzvah Messengers. After the service, Nursery 

School, Religious School, teen and alumni families are invited 

to a family dinner. Payment is required for dinner; early-bird 

pricing ends May 14. Make your dinner reservation at  

www.shabbatkodesh.org.

End-of-Year Assemblies 

May 19 & 20 | 11:00 AM & 5:00 PM | 10 East 66th Street 

During the final days of Religious School, families are invited 

to join with their children to celebrate the achievements of 

our students and to look back on the highlights of the past 

year. The Sunday morning assembly will be followed by a 

Bagel Brunch, which is free for Religious School families.  

Reservations are required; visit emanuelnyc.org/brunch 

 for details.

Bagel Brunch 

May 19 | 12:00 PM | 10 East 66th Street (Blumenthal Hall) 

After the end-of-year assembly, don’t you want just a little 

more time with your Religious School friends?! We do too, so 

we invite you to a bagel brunch to celebrate the end of the 

year with your congregational friends and family. This event is 

free of charge for Religious School students and  

their families. Reservations are required; visit  

emanuelnyc.org/brunch to RSVP.

Morning Shavuot Service and Confirmation 

June 9 | 10:30 AM | Fifth Avenue Sanctuary 

All are invited to join in celebrating with our high school 

Confirmation students as they stand before our congregation, 

ready to accept the responsibilities of Jewish adulthood and 

affirming Torah’s place in their identity. Our Confirmands will 

join the clergy in leading the community in study and worship. 

The service is also a Yizkor service, one of four times during 

the year when we mourn together and recite the memorial 

prayers in remembrance of those whom we have loved and 

lost. 

Religious School

For more information about these events, 
contact the Religious School at  
212-507-9546 or school@emanuelnyc.org.

Ready for an adventure?

Details of our 2020-2021  
Family Israel Trip are coming soon! 

Check out emanuelnyc.org and our 
upcoming Bulletin for details. 

FAMILY ISRAEL TRIP
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“I REALIZED MY INVOLVEMENT COULD NOT JUST STOP”

During my time in the religious school I learned all about the 
importance of religious holidays and why we celebrate and rest on 
the seventh day of the week and how we were freed from Egypt. 
All of these lessons helped my become who I am today, but as I 
moved on from the religious school to the high school programs 
something happened that really changed me. 

When I was younger I always looked at religious school as a task 
that my parents wanted me to do, like get Bar Mitzvahed. But 
when the day of my Bar Mitzvah came and I was on the bimah 
chanting Torah, Rabbi Ben Zeidman whispered to me “You’ve got 
this, you can do it just like the thousands of people before you.” 
Later he continued telling me to follow my Jewish teachings and 
to pursue good. After this short but life changing conversation, I 
realized at my Bar Mitzvah that this is not the end of a chapter, but 
the beginning of a new book. Everything I learned in the religious 
school and everything I learned studying for my Bar Mitzvah 
opened my eyes and I realized my involvement could not just stop. 

I have had the opportunity to be member of the Teen Benefit 
Committee, Confirmation, Teen Philanthropic Committee, Teen 
Leadership Council, and now Co-Chair of the Teen Leadership 
Council. Every year, the Teen Leadership Council organizes 
Midnight Run. During Midnight Run we pass out clothes and 
food to the homeless and, most importantly, listen to their stories. 
The one-on-one experience with these people is so touching; 
hearing the hardships they have been through and effort they have 
made to try to get themselves off the streets is really motivating 
and incredibly humbling. From Midnight Run I have learned to 
never judge someone by their cover, listen when someone has 
something to say, and always be kind to everyone no matter what. 

Now that I am heading off to college, I hope to bring these lessons 
with me. I, like many of my peers, enjoy talking, but to truly listen 
and to be engaged when someone is talking is a powerful skill. 
People might say some nasty things, but it is important to listen 
and respond with kindness.  I hope to inspire and urge young 
teens and elementary school students to stay involved. What you 
will learn here at Temple Emanu-El is incredibly valuable and stay 
with you. Although I am graduating from the Teen Programs, I 
hope to stay involved and never leave Temple Emanu-El. 
— Brentt Goldstein, ’20

“I HOPE NEXT YEAR’S GROUP APPRECIATES HOW 
IMPORTANT AN EVENT THIS IS WHEN I’M AT COLLEGE”

Now as a senior in high school looking back on my time at Temple 
Emanu-El religious school, I really do get it. From day one, I 
always felt a great sense of community, and all those long Sunday 
mornings gave me a base of knowledge that now just seems 
such an ingrained part of me. Maybe that’s why I never really 
appreciated or noticed it much until now, as I am getting ready to 
go to college. It really does mean something and has shaped the 
person I have become. 

When I started high school I finally got to decide if I’d continue 
to be involved here at Emanu-El. I had always wanted to get to 
make this decision when I was younger. For all the years until then 
I was sure I wouldn’t want to continue. I knew high school was 
going to be really busy, so it would be the perfect time to finish up. 
My younger self would not have understood why I said that I do 
want to continue here and would probably quite confused with 
this decision. Just when I finally got to make the decision myself is 
when I was really starting to love it here. 

The high school programs at Emanu-El have definitely been my 
most meaningful experiences here. Everyone involved cares 
so much and truly wants to be here. I have been involved in 
Confirmation and now am on the Teen Philanthropic Committee 
and am Co-Chair of the Teen Leadership Council. Now when I 
am at home in the middle of hours and hours of homework, I look 
forward to both committees’ monthly meetings as a break from 
all of school’s stress. We gain so much from all the meetings, but 
without any of the stress that comes with high school. 

Being Co-Chair of Teen Leadership has been especially 
meaningful. On the council we plan and run temple events, many 
of which are community service-related. Getting to lead the 
council, as well as the events we schedule, have been a such a 
great experience. My favorite event is the annual Midnight Run. 
One Friday night per year during the winter, we sort clothes and 
make food at the temple, and then deliver everything in buses to 
the homeless on the streets of NYC. I have now participated in 
this event four times, and helped lead it twice, and every time it 
has a greater impact on me. Seeing how much a group of teens 
on a bus is able to accomplish and provide for those most in need 
is super inspiring to me. Every year at Teen Leadership Council 
we work to improve this event, and I hope that next years’ group 
appreciates just how important an event this is when I’m at college. 

My advice to all younger teens at Emanu-el is to stay involved in 
whatever interests them because not only does each year become 
more meaningful than the one before, but my high school years 
here are what made me truly understand and appreciate all the 
years before. It is so easy to become involved in so much here, 
yet also so easy if you only have time for a little. Above all, here at 
Temple Emanu-el you are part of strong and lasting community 
with some of the friendliest and warmest people I’ve ever met that 
makes whatever we are doing here always 100% worth it. 
— Zack Burlant, ’20

In Their Own Words:
Teen Leadership Co-Chairs Reflect on Religious School 

From left: Teen Philanthropic Co-Chairs Maxine Jamison ‘19 and Jarett Goldstein 
’20 and Teen Leadership Co-Chairs Brentt Goldstein ’20 and Zack Burlant ’20.



Religious School with Honors:  

Students Connect to Deeper Jewish Experiences

“We have learned so much about 
how to help others and what it 

means to be a Jewish adult.”
— Isabelle

"It gives me a chance to 
engage with my community 
in the Temple and in the city." 

— Jacob

"Hebrew School doesn't always 
have to be sitting in a classroom. 

You can be active and help others." 
— Dylan

"During the action 
sessions I feel we 
are really doing 

mitzvahs and helping 
out our community." 

— Claire

"It gives me the chance 
to volunteer in the 

community and then 
reflect and learn from that 

experience."
— Sabrina

What does Mitzvah Corps 

Mean to You?
7th Grade students explain why they stay  

connected to our Religious School program

Participating in Religious School with Honors was 
great because I got to be a more involved member 
of the Temple community. 
— Daniel, 4th Grade

It encouraged me to learn more about Judaism. 
I attended services and was able to practice the 
prayers that I learned in Tefilah. I got to meet 
new people and make new friends at Shabbat 
Kodesh and other events. I helped people in need 
through early room mini-mitzvahs and Temple 
drives which made me happy. I got to be in a video 
about G-d’s presence and that made me feel special. 
— Lindsey, 4th Grade

“Participating in Religious School 
with Honors was great because 
it motivated me to do things 
outside of Religious School like 
go to services and volunteer and 
speak with a lot of people about 
my project.” 
— Nathaniel, 7th Grade

“I got to volunteer 
to help others in need 
which made me feel 
good.” 
— Tamsen, 4th Grade

Religious School with Honors was created to acknowledge the important part our students play in the Temple Emanu-El 

community above and beyond the time that they are with us for our regular weekly program. Students who choose to participate 

in Religious School with Honors become ambassadors for all the opportunities at the Temple, so we asked those who achieved 

the highest levels to write something about their experience in their own words.
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8th Grade Trip to New Orleans

Over MLK Weekend, our 8th graders traveled 
to the city of jazz, beignets and Mardi Gras with 

Temple Israel and Temple Shaaray Tefila. In addition 
to exploring this vibrant city and experiencing its 

unique culture, we also learned about food insecurity. 
Through a trip to the levees in the Lower Ninth Ward, 

we discussed how social justice issues in urban 
planning can impact vulnerable communities during 
moments like Hurricane Katrina or even day to day.

Civil Rights Journey

The ninth grade road-tripped across Georgia and Alabama with 
Temple Israel and Temple Shaaray Tefila to follow the footsteps 
of the Civil Rights Movement and learn how we are still fighting 
for equality today. This trip was so powerful because we met with 
leaders of the movement and heard their stories in their own words.

Learning by Doing: New Orleans & Civil Rights Trips
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Over President’s Day Weekend, we traveled to Guatemala. We 
visited Guatemala City, Lake Atitlan and Antigua, which helped 
us understand the diverse Mayan culture. During this trip we also 
learned about social justice and Jewish values in trade. We visited 
coffee co-ops, weaving collectives and gardening collectives that 
continue to strive to lift up their  communities through empowering 
the local workers and artisans. From building bunk beds for kids 
who have never had a bed to hiking Pacaya volcano, this was an 
action-packed trip to remember!

Social Justice and 
Jewish values in Guatemala

Teen Trip:

11
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By Communications Staff

Our city has seen a significant uptick in anti-Semitic crime, 
rising from 29 reported incidents in 2017 to 159 in 2018. 
It seems that anti-Semitic crimes and other hate crimes 
are on the rise everywhere. Rabbi Davidson and our clergy 
have been consistently and persistently vocal about drawing 
attention to these acts of hatred and standing shoulder 
to shoulder with New York religious and political figures 
campaigning for peace, unity and justice.

The Reform values we cherish, about which our clergy speak, 
are reflected in temple events and programming we offer, and 
perhaps more importantly in the education we provide our 
Religious School students. While it is our Religious School’s 
mission to teach the children of our congregation about the 
richness of our culture, the tenacity of our traditions and the 
beauty of our rituals, it is also critical to provide an understanding 
of anti-Semitism. This hatred has its roots throughout our 
people’s history — from Biblical times, through the Holocaust, 
right up to the worst act of anti-Semitic violence in United States 
history: The murder of 13 Jews at Pittsburgh’s Tree of Life 
Synagogue last October.

Mark Willner’s 6th-grade class begins every year by focusing 
on the Holocaust. He hands out one text book at the start of 
the year and asks his students to think of two “nevers,” as he 
calls them. Students write on the first page of their new books 
something “never to happen again” and “never to be forgotten.” 

Even within a one-day-a-week class, Mark covers a great deal 
of ground historically. The facts are important, but as the 
semester progresses, the class evolves. Students are asked 
to consider and discuss difficult questions, thinking deeply 
about the horrible human crises, hardships and dilemmas 
faced by our people both far before and after the Holocaust. 
In this regard, Mark is an almost boundless resource for such 
stories, he offers his students numerous opportunities to learn 
and share their point of view within the context of a guided 
discussion. Of particular importance to Mark is the following 
quote by Rabbi Abraham Joshua Heschel, from Insecurity of 
Freedom: Essays on Human Existence. 

“Six million were wiped off the face of the earth. And there 
is the danger that they will also be annihilated from our 
memories. Are they doomed to a twofold annihilation?” 

It is a question, Mark said, that he returns to often throughout 
the year, even when his students move on from the Holocaust 
and begin studying the history of the Israeli state. As Mark 
notes, by the time his students reach the end of his class, 
“they just get it.”

Asking students to consider more than facts, figures and dates 
allows them to consider deeper questions about our history 
and the roots of anti-Semitism. Of course, the Religious School 
must also consider the needs of its youngest students. For 

them, awareness of anti-Semitism is taught through the story 
of Purim. Religious School Director Saul Kaiserman said, “We 
need to be sensitive to not frighten our [youngest] students 
or cause them to be scared to be Jewish – without avoiding 
the discussion entirely.” The Purim story provides just enough 
“emotional distance” for our early grades to discuss its 
more serious implications while still connecting them with 
a responsibility to “look out for their people.” By 5th grade, 
however, the curriculum dives into historical record, referencing 
the Crusades and The Spanish Inquisition. The 6th grade 
focuses on the Holocaust and modern Israel, as we heard from 
Mark Willner. As the students get older, they are given more 
experiential opportunities. Our Elsie Adler Holocaust Memorial 
Program is one such opportunity, where students and their 
families engage with survivors to hear and ask about their 
childhood experiences during World War II.

“We are able to offer more explicit calls to action for our teens,” 
Saul notes. At this point, the Religious School starts to offer 
older students even more experiential opportunities, weaving 
anti-Semitism more broadly into curriculum by describing it 
as interconnected with the history of civil and human rights 
in our nation. Our teens are offered trips during which they 
provide humanitarian aid or are connected with trailblazing 
African-American leaders from the ’60s. Externally, students 
have been encouraged to participate in national campaigns 
organized by the Religious Action Center for Reform Judaism. 
These campaigns focus on topics like urging congress to 
take immediate action on gun violence or condemning anti-
Semitism, white supremacy and bigotry. Within the school, 
older students are encouraged to take up leadership roles, 
join philanthropic efforts such as the teen philanthropic 
committee, or help student council decide where to send 
their collective tzedakah contributions. In 2018, they sent their 
tzedakah to Tree of Life Synagogue. 

“We weave the teaching of anti-Semitism into the entirety 
of the Religious School curriculum,” Saul said. The arc of 
teaching anti-Semitism seems clear: Start by using stories, 
then history, to teach and foster critical thinking. Once 
empowered, provide the students opportunities to live their 
Reform values through action. For Mark Willner, teaching 
Judaism is a “WE” subject: “In my case, the teacher and 
student are not separate in their experience. It is shared; this 
subject binds us very close, and for the students, that’s one of 
the things I want them to come away with.” 

For Saul Kaiserman, anti-Semitism is somewhat like a foil, used 
to emphasize the broader intent of the program:

“There will always be people who will seek to do us or others 
harm, sometimes for capricious reasons, other times as 
part of a history of malice. Yet, through our behavior – how 
we treat one another, how we treat strangers, and most 
importantly, how we treat those who can’t stand up for 
themselves – our synagogue becomes a Sanctuary, a safe 
place not only for us but for all those who seek peace.”

Never To Be Forgotten:
How Religious School Tackles Anti-Semitism in the Past and Present



TEMPLE EMANU-EL NURSERY SCHOOL

June 10-20 | 2 Weeks | $1,590
This program works well for older children who may 
be attending another camp beginning in late June. 
Younger children who choose this option will be 

placed with their peers.
 

June 10-27 | 3 Weeks | $2,100
For those who wish to enroll in camp until the end of 

June.
 

July 1-25 | 4 Weeks | $2,800
For those who may be away in June, we offer a 

4 week July option. Your child will join an existing, 
age-appropriate group.

 

June 10-July 25 | 7 Weeks | $4,700
Our seven-week program. Children will be grouped 

by age with their peers.

The hours of each program are Monday - Thursday, 9:00 AM to 1:00 PM. Camp will be closed on July 4th. Please 
note that children in the youngest age groups will phase in for the first 1-2 weeks. As the children separate and 
become acclimated, the day will be extended.

In all groups, the transition to camp is particularly easy as they are led by our experienced Nursery School 
teachers. Our air-conditioned rooms provide a bright, welcoming environment for all campers. A typical day of 
Summer Camp includes playtime in our classrooms, arts and crafts, dramatic play, block building, Legos, and lots 
of outdoor play. The children will enjoy wading pools, bubble tables, and sprinklers on our rooftop playgrounds. 
Our music and yoga teachers come weekly to work with each group. Campers bring their own lunch from home. 

For enrollment forms or if you have any questions regarding summer programs please contact Susanne Fischer at  
sfischer@emanuelnyc.org or 212-507-9531. Also note that space is limited, and enrollment is on a first-come 
basis. You do not have to be enrolled in the Nursery School to attend Summer Camp so please feel free to share 
this information with your friends at other schools.

The Nursery School is pleased to offer these 2019 Summer Camp Programs.  
Children must be at least 2 years, 6 months old by June 2019 to enroll.
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T H E  J E W I S H  E D I T I O N

The pain and 
joy of survival 
in Claude 
Lanzmann’s 
final act.

Celebrate the melodies of Jewish Broadway with its rising stars.

TEDDY 
ROOSEVELT:
DAN ABRAMS IN 
CONVERSATION WITH

CHRIS CUOMO

S H T I S E L

BEHIND THE 
SCENES OF THE 
UNORTHODOX 

DRAMA

Rabbi David Wolpe offers insights into 
today’s dilemmas from Jewish sages, 

Jewish text and Jewish history.

MODERN MATTERS
 ANCIENT 
 JEWISH 
 WISDOM

 
 
MAKING MONEY

MONDAY, MAY 6

HELPING OTHERS, 
HELPING 
OURSELVES

MONDAY, JUNE 3

ISRAEL

STREICKER 

CENTER

MAY

13

MAY

2

MAY

20

JUNE

3

MAY

6

JUNE

11
JUNE

12

JUNE

3

SOLD OUT



A community  
celebration of Israel’s  

Independence Day with Shuli Natan,  
the singer who premiered the  

iconic song.

A 10-DAY JOURNEY 
FROM DESERT DUNES 

TO BUZZY BISTROS AND 
THE ANCIENT TO THE 

ULTRAMODERN. 

EmanuelStreickerNYC.org

MAY 23-JUNE 1

FRIDAY 

NIGHT 

LIVE

L

BEHIND THE 
SCENES OF THE 

THODOX 

TTERS

ISRAEL

PETRA

   the ISRAELI       
SUPERSPY
and his AMERICAN
CREATOR: an  
evening with

DANIEL Silva

THE 

TEMPLE 

EMANU-EL 

STREICKER 

CENTER

AVIVAH ZORNBERG,
THE SUPERSTAR 

OF TORAH STUDY, 
ON ADAM, EVE 

AND THE BIRTH OF 
HUMAN DESIRE.

MAY

10

MAY

23
MAY

29

JULY

16



Free

 

THE 

KNIGHTS 

June 18 | 7:00 PM | Free

This trailblazing 
collective of 
adventurous musicians 
is changing the face 
of classical music by 
performing old music 
as if it were written 
yesterday and new 
music as if it had been 
around for centuries. 

VENICE 

BAROQUE 

ORCHESTRA 

July 10 | 7:00 PM | Free

One of the world’s 
greatest ensembles 
devoted to period 
instrument 
performance, the 
Venice Baroque 
Orchestra rediscovers 
masterpieces, often 
giving them their 
modern-day premieres.  

 

 

A FAR CRY 

July 18 | 7:00 PM | Free

This Grammy-
nominated string 
orchestra from Boston 
has developed a 
distinct approach to 
music-making that 
encourages innovation 
and risk-taking for both 
the performers and 
audiences. 

ORCHESTRA 

OF ST. 

LUKE’S 

July 30 | 7:00 PM | Free

One of America’s most 
distinguished and 
versatile orchestras, St. 
Luke’s brings its diverse 
repertoire — spanning 
the Baroque to the 
contemporary — to 
music lovers with tight 
and polished virtuosity. 

ORPHEUS 

CHAMBER 

ORCHESTRA 

August 6 | 7:00 PM | 

The Grammy-winning 
orchestra challenges 
artistic boundaries 
by combining the 
intimacy and warmth 
of a chamber ensemble 
with the richness of an 
orchestra that allows 
musicians, not  
a conductor, to interpret  
the music. 

Since 1905, the Naumburg Orchestral Concerts have filled Central Park’s Concert Ground with 

extraordinary music by promising new talent. Now, the oldest concert series of its type in the world is 

moving to the Temple Emanu-El Streicker Center during the renovation of its iconic Naumburg Bandshell.

Enjoy five summer evenings of exciting and musically varied programs featuring: 

NAUMBURG 
ORCHESTRAL      
CONCERTS 
SUMMER SERIES

CELEBRATING 114 YEARS OF FREE 

CLASSICAL MUSIC FOR NEW YORKERS

THE 

TEMPLE 

EMANU-EL 

STREICKER 

CENTER



SAVE THE DATE

The Heritage Society Spring Luncheon
Thursday, May 30 | 12:30 PM

One East 65th Street

What is The Heritage Society?

Established to thank and honor our many generous members and friends who have included a donation to 
Congregation Emanu-El in their estate plan, The Heritage Society consists of Emanu-El’s most devoted members 
and friends. These gifts, to be received in the future, will ensure Emanu-El’s continued leadership and excellence 
just as earlier bequests have helped to build the Emanu-El of today. This is a sacred bond linking generation to 

generation.

If you have provided for a gift to the temple in your estate plan and have not received an invitation for this special 
luncheon, or for more information about how to include a bequest to Emanu-El, please contact Robyn Cimbol at (212) 

507-9524 or rcimbol@emanulenyc.org.

Jerusalem in Literature | May 7
Gal Beckerman (NY Times book editor and author) will speak 
about Jerusalem and its place in popular fiction. 

Session begins at 1:30 PM and includes a light lunch. 
Please sign up at www.emanuelnyc.org/calendar  
or call the library at 212-507-9560.

Beyond the Book
At Stettenheim Library

The Guiding Hand  
An exhibition of Torah Pointers 

from past to Present

Highlighted object: Yad made in the Israeli city of Safed in 
1891. Ivory carved panoramic image of the city with an painted 
inscription by a man named  Aryeh Leib Spielman in 1891

Museum Hours:

Sunday through Thursday
10:00 AM to 4:00 PM

Extended  

Through August 11

Please join us for a festive evening honoring 
Suzanne and John Golden, Former Vice 
Chair, HUC-JIR Board of Governors; benefiting 
our students and faculty; and welcoming and 
featuring President-Elect Dr. Andrew Rehfeld. 

For more information and to register, visit donate.huc.edu/nydinner.

HUC-JIR New York Tribute Dinner
Monday, June 3, 2019 | 6:30 PM
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Thursday, May 23, 2019 | 6:30 PM

Annual Meeting of 
the Congregation

The annual meeting of the members of Congregation Emanu-El of the City 

of New York will be held in Greenwald Hall, Marvin and Elisabeth Cassell 

Community House, One East 65th Street, New York City.

Information about the annual meeting will be mailed separately.

Reception to follow

Join us for our SAVIV 20’s & 30’s events:

18

This event will also include the introduction of Rabbi Rachel Gross-Prinz 

as our new Assistant Rabbi, mark the promotion of Rabbi Sara Sapadin to 

Associate Rabbi, and honor Senior Director of Development & Philanthropy 

Robyn Cimbol for her 25 years of service to Congregation Emanu-El.



Community Events

Women’s Auxiliary

On the Road Again: The Glass House - Historic Museum

May 3 | Depart temple at 8:30 AM, return 4:30 PM
The Glass House, built between 
1949 and 1995 by architect 
Philip Johnson, is a National 
Trust Historic Site. The pastoral 
49-acre landscape comprises 

fourteen structures, including the Glass House (1949), and 
features a permanent collection of 20th-century painting 
and sculpture, along with temporary exhibitions. Lunch 
will follow at the charming French country restaurant, “La 
Cremaillere.”  Space is limited. RSVP by Monday, April 29. 
Round-trip transportation provided. The event charge is $120 
for Women’s Auxiliary & Men’s Club members; $130 for all 
other temple members and their guests. 

On the Runway with Alice and Olivia

May 9 | 12:15 PM
All temple members and their guests are 
invited to the Women’s Auxiliary Annual 
Spring Meeting and Luncheon, which 
includes the election and installation of officers and board 
members. Fashion show to follow by Alice and Olivia who 
will present their latest collection. The event charge is $45 
for Women’s Auxiliary, Religious and Nursery School Parents; 
$55 for all other temple members and their guests. RSVP by 
Tuesday, May 7th. As part of the day’s activities, we will have 
our annual raffle. Proceeds from the raffles benefit ongoing 
Women’s Auxiliary community outreach projects. Price: $10 
per ticket or 3 for $25. Winners need not be present.

Book Discussion: “Letters To My Palestinian Neighbor” 

May 20 | 11:00 AM | One East 65th Street

Rabbi Joshua M. Davidson will be leading our final discussion 

of the season. There is no fee for this event, but 

registration is  

required. RSVP by May 18 by calling  

(212) 744-1400 ext. 235.

Mens Club

Men’s Club Annual Meeting and Samuel Sacks Award

May 16 | 6:00 PM | One East 65th Street

The Men’s Club is pleased to announce the 

2019 Samuel Sacks Achievement Award 

recipient will be John Sorkin. This event will 

include a dinner and will be the culmination of 

the 100th anniversary celebration of  

the Men’s Club. Our guest speaker for this 

event is Dr. Gary Zola, the Executive Director of The Jacob 

Rader Marcus Center of the American Jewish Archives (AJA) 

and Edward M. Ackerman Family Distinguished Professor of 

the American Jewish Experience & Reform Jewish History at 

Hebrew Union College-Jewish Institute of Religion (HUC-JIR) in 

Cincinnati. For more information  

about this event, contact the Men’s Club at  

mensclub@emanuelnyc.org or 212-744-1400 ext. 250.

Club 65

Rabbinic Responses When the World Falls Apart

May 14 | 11:00 AM | One East 65th Street

Rabbi Benjamin Spratt of Temple Rodeph 

Sholom will talk about the recovery made by 

the Jews after the destruction of the Second 

Temple.  

For more information about our community events, visit emanuelnyc.org/calendar or call us at 212-744-1400.
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The Jewish Community of Okinawa has been a continuous presence for several decades. The 
community has its own dedicated chapel, on Marine Base Camp Foster, which contains two Torah 
scrolls, Jewish books, and seating for about two dozen people. It also offers programming that 
includes a class in beginner Hebrew, Torah study, weekly Shabbat services, and holiday services. 
So far as we know, this is the only Jewish military chapel in Japan that has been continuously 
staffed with a rabbi.

The humbly-appointed chapel is the island’s only Jewish prayer space, and it serves not only 
active-duty service members and their families, but also civilians and contractors on the island’s 
seven major military bases and many smaller ones. Besides Americans, some Israelis and Japanese also attend. The 
youngest community member is five years old and the oldest is eighty-five.  There are Jews who keep kashrut and Shabbat, 
and people who are not Jewish but have a unique story that led them to finding a home in this community.

Our Tikkun Olam initiative sent 50 Goldberg Haggadahs and 50 Boxes of Yehuda Matzah.

Temple Emanu-El Donates Passover Supplies 

to Okinawa’s Only Jewish Prayer Space
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Tikkun Olam & Volunteering

For more information about these programs, contact the Tikkun Olam Committee at tikkunolam@emanuelnyc.org.

Sunday Lunch Program

Every Sunday | 10:00 AM | One East 65th Street

For more than 35 years, Congregation Emanu-El has been 

preparing meals for those in need, whether they are homeless, 

underemployed or food insecure. We particularly need 

volunteers on holiday weekends and during the summer. In 

addition to preparing meals, the Sunday Lunch Program also 

collects paperback books and travel-size toiletries throughout 

the year. Items can be dropped off at the temple; bags should 

be marked “Sunday Lunch Program — Donation.” Please 

contact us at slp@emanuelnyc.org with any questions.

Ronald McDonald House

Tuesdays; May 21, June 18 | 5:00 PM  

405 East 73rd Street

Once a month, under the sponsorship of the Women’s 

Auxiliary, Emanu-El congregants serve dinner and organize 

art projects and entertainment for the families residing at New 

York City’s Ronald McDonald House. Volunteers must register 

with the Women’s Auxiliary: 212-744-1400, ext. 235. Open to 

temple members only.

Stitch’n Time

Mondays; May 6, June 3 | 11:00 AM | 6th Floor Lounge

Stitch’n Time participants knit warm scarves and caps for 

clients of Temple Emanu-El’s Sunday Lunch Program, as well 

as knitted goods for children and other adults in need. Both 

experienced and novice knitters are invited to join us. However, 

participation is limited to members of the congregation. 

Instruction is available for those who need assistance. Yarn 

and patterns are provided, but you must bring your own 

needles (#8).



RESOLVE: The National Infertility Association 

May 14 & June 11 | 6:30 PM - 7:45 PM  

One East 65th Street

Struggling to build a family? Currently 

pursuing infertility treatments, 

donor egg or sperm? Considering 

adoption? Looking to connect with others on a similar 

journey? We invite you, and your loved ones, to join 

RESOLVE’s Upper East Side General Infertility Peer-Led 

Support Group. Monthly meetings are held at no cost. 

Participation and regular attendance are voluntary. To 

RSVP for a meeting, or contact the volunteer support 

group leaders, please email us at mjkstrong@gmail.com. 

Feel supported, empowered and less isolated. Join us and 

see that you are not alone.

Community as Family
May 20 | 6:00 PM | Room 602 

Congregants age 48 and onward without 

close family are invited to Community 

as Family (CAF), a cordial, confidential 

group that empowers its members to 

navigate the changes and challenges of getting older. CAF 

encourages community-building via deeper engagement 

in temple life through its many opportunities for friendship, 

worship, learning, and volunteering. Light refreshments 

are served, and there are no commercial endorsements. 

Participation is open to temple members only. RSVP at 

communityasfamily@emanuelnyc.org or 212-507-9603.

Meet DOROT Partner in Caring Yael Kornfeld, LMSW
May 7 & 21, June 4 & 18 | 9:30 AM to 12:00 PM

DOROT provides support to adults 

60 and over and those who are 

primary caregivers for a relative or 

friend. Yael Kornfeld can help with 

home visits, short-term counseling, 

escorts to medical appointments, 

and caregiver support. You may schedule an appointment 

by calling 917-441-3705 or emailing her at  

ykornfeld@dorotusa.org. DOROT has vast offerings, 

including intergenerational programs, on-site classes at 

DOROT, assistance with getting to medical appointments 

and with shopping, volunteer visits and more! DOROT 

provides support to adults 60 and over and those who are 

primary caregivers for a relative or friend.

The Emanu-El Cares initiative was created to support, care for and celebrate every 

member of our congregation through a variety of programs and opportunities. As 

we support each other, we only grow stronger.

Emanu-El Cares

The following is from The Forest Hills Jewish Center announcement:

Robyn Cimbol and her husband, William, will be honored on May 5 at the Forest 
Hills Jewish Center Gala Dinner for their extraordinary service.

Synagogue service is in their blood! Both Robyn and William grew up in families 
with strong connections to Judaism and where being actively engaged in Jewish 
communal life was an expectation. From their earliest childhood experiences, and 
throughout their lives together, they have given generously of their time, talents, 
and love to a variety of Jewish and Israel-based organizations. Their devotion to 
our synagogue has enhanced our Center in many ways. For additional information 
or if you would like to join this celebration, please call the FHJC office at  
(718) 263-7000, ext. 203 or email Laurie Worthman at lworthman@fhjc.org.

Senior Director of Development & Philanthropy 

Honored by Forest Hills Jewish Center
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Are you, or is someone you know in our community, 
facing a life-changing moment — the birth of a child, 
a wedding, a death in the family, illness or a hospital 
stay? Please contact Emanu-El Cares by calling 
Rabbi Amy Ehrlich at 212-507-9606 or emailing 
emanuelcares@emanuelnyc.org.

Marking a meaningful moment
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For the sixth year, Tikkun Olam created a two-day personal shopping “boutique ” experience for 300 underserved New York City 
high school seniors. We celebrated their academic achievements by helping them shine at their graduation ceremonies and spring 
proms. In partnership with Park Avenue Synagogue, Emanu-El provided these young women with a free prom ensemble — including 
dresses, shoes, jewelry, bags, and makeup. The girls who attend Project Prom are recommended by their guidance counselors (or 
parent coordinators) from nearby schools. In addition to receiving many personal donations from our congregants, a wide range of 
businesses generously donated to the event. 

Over 600 dress donations were given to Project Prom by Faviana, Dessy Group, B Darlin, Levy group, Bill Levkoff, Alex Evenings, Jay 
Godfrey, Kelly Faetanini, Adrianna Papell Group, Jasmine Bridal, Mestiza-NY, Kleinfelds, Jovani, Mori Lee, Universal Standard, and 
Cachet. Jewelry donations we provided by Lee Angel, Lovers Tempo, The Jewelry Group, Deepa Gurnani, Susan Alexandra, Clover, 
and Lulu Frost. Shoes and evening bag donations were provided by Nina Footwear Corp., Me Too Shoes LLC, Calares, Vionic, Steve 
Madden, Sondra Roberts, Basha Accessories LLC., Estee & Lilly, LaRegale, Happy Socks, and the Accessories Council. Cosmetics 
donations were provided by Bobbi Brown, Babo Botanicals, Cover Girl Makeup, and the Estee Lauder Companies.

Our Project Prom Committee is extremely grateful to these vendors and all the volunteers who worked so diligently in obtaining these 
donations. The event lasts only a few days, but it is preceded by nine months of commitment and planning. My sincerest thanks to 

Debbie Halperin, Dana Covey, Eileen Melniker, Abby Solomon, Lori Villi and Marlene 
Yokel. I would also like to thank the many volunteers who assisted as personal 

shoppers and fashion stylists and those who helped with the logistics of set 
up/clean up. In addition, my thanks to our amazing Temple staff, who 
are always helpful and supportive, and an essential part of Project 
Prom’s success each year.

— Susan Kaufman, Tikkun Olam Committee Chair

Project Prom
2019Tikkun Olam’s premiere Spring event



To register, visit emanuelnyc.org/calendar. For questions, please call us at 212-507-9515.

'Stroll' with the Rabbi
June 12 & 26
10:00 to 11:00 AM
Open to anyone in a stroller

Get to know Rabbi Amy 
Ehrlich during a summer 
walk through beautiful 
Central Park.

Rooftop Party
July 10
1:15 to 2:30 PM
Open to all Young Families

Join our Young Families at a 
fun-filled rooftop party with 
kiddie pools, snacks and 
more! 

Summer Storytime
July 24, August 7 & 21
10:00 to 11:00 AM
Children up to age three

Read, play and sing with us 
at our Summer Storytime 
sessions in the Temple 
library!

Our library is also open all summer for drop-in reading and play!
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Parenting @ Emanu-El

New this year - Plan ahead! Sign up for Fall and Spring semesters now at emanuelnyc.org/parenting.

Register for the 2019-20 year now!

New Parents
(2 to 12 month-olds)

Toddlers
(12 to 21 month-olds)

Twos
(21 to 28 month-olds)

Growing Families
(Welcoming new siblings)

Dr. Juliet Cooper and Patti Sayre, LCSW lead enriching groups that support families and children  
in various stages of early life. Engage in educational and supportive parenting discussions as your  

child enjoys stimulating age appropriate activities with our Parenting Program staff. Visit  
emanuelnyc.org/parenting for more information and to sign up.
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New! Baby Fingers: A Musical Journey  
Through Sign Language and Learning
May 2 & 16 | 11:00 AM 
One East 65th Street | Children up to 12 months old
Baby Fingers is returning as part of a baby sign language mini-
series. Whether you intend to incorporate sign language in 
your life for the long term or simply during this pre-verbal and 
developing verbal time, watch in awe as your child discovers 
the world of language.

Tot Shabbat
May 4 | 9:30 AM  
One East 65th Street | For pre-school age children
Tot Shabbat is geared specifically for preschool and Nursery
School students and their families. Rabbi Amy Ehrlich  
partners with Jewish educator and early learning specialist 
Shira Kline to make each “singing service” memorable.

Jewish Storytime: Babies of the Book
May 9 | 11:00 AM  
One East 65th Street | Children up to age 3
Babies and toddlers up to age three (with their favorite adult) 
are invited to join us for stories, songs and fun at the Temple 
Emanu-El Library. 

Baby Shabbat
May 10 | 9:15 AM 
One East 65th Street | Children up to 12 months old
Introduce your baby to the music and blessing of Shabbat 

and a taste of challah with Rabbi Amy Ehrlich and musician 
Hadar Orshalimy. Proud grandparents are welcome to join 
us, too!

End-of-Year Party
May 19 | 10:00 AM
One East 65th Street | Open to all Young Families
Join our Young Families at a fun-filled rooftop party with 
kiddie pools, snacks and more! 

New! Dad’s Day Out
June 1 (Rain date: June 8) | 9:45 AM  
One East 65th Street | Open to all Young Families
Have some special time with your kids and other Dads!  
Meet at the Temple at 9:45 a.m. for a light breakfast and  
to grab a goodie bag- everything you need for a perfect  
day. We’ll head to the Central Park Zoo together at  
10:15 AM.  Don’t forget your zoo pass, if you  
have one, or buy your zoo ticket in advance at  
www.centralparkzoo.com. RSVP to Marni Turner-Serbin  
at youngfamilies@emanuelnyc.org.

‘Stroll’ With the Rabbi
June 12 & 26 | 10:00 AM 
One East 65th Street | Open to any children in strollers
Get to know Rabbi Amy Ehrlich during a summer walk 
through beautiful Central Park.

See more special summer programming on page 24.

Young Families
Young Families of Emanu-El is a vibrant group for preschool-aged children, Nursery School students and their families 
who enjoy celebrating Judaism together. Come join the fun! For more information and registration links, contact 
youngfamilies@emanuelnyc.org or visit emanuelnyc.org/youngfamilies.
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The following students of our Religious School  

will become b’nei mitzvah in the upcoming months.

Saturday, May 4

• Morgan Weiner, daughter of  

Dawn and Evan Weiner

• William Zucker, son of  

Caryn and Jeffrey Zucker

• Alexa Cohen, daughter of  

Jennifer and Ira Cohen

Saturday, May 11

• Ayla Faitelson, daughter of  

Robin and David Faitelson

• Cecily and Charles Chaikin, children of  

Wendy and Lee Chaikin

Saturday, May 18

• Austin Colm, son of Amy and Mark Colm

 

Saturday, June 1

• AveryRose Ames-Karvounis, daughter of  

Katherine Ames

• Dylan Blake Halper, son of  

Jennifer and Eric Halper

 

Saturday, June 8

• Alexis Reinhardt, daughter of  

Suzanne and Hal Reinhardt 

Saturday, June 15

• Henry Eber, son of Jodie and David Eber

Bimah flowers at our upcoming worship services have been donated by  

the following congregants:

For the Sabbath of May 3 and 4:

• Mrs. Burton Kossoff in loving memory of Burton and  

Stephanie Lynn Kossoff 

For the Sabbath of May 10 and 11:

• Carol, Carl, Alexandra, Robert and Peter Hess in loving memory of mother 

and grandmother, Frances Aaron Hess

• Linda, Gilbert and Jennifer Snyder in loving memory of  

Stephanie Lynn Snyder’s birthday

For the Sabbath of May 17 and 18:

• William Fruhauf in loving memory of my parents, Frankye and  

Henry Fruhauf, and of my aunt, Sara Fruhauf Beekman

For the Sabbath of May 24 and 25:

• Susan and David Rahm in loving memory of Susan’s father,  

Allen H. Berkman

For the Sabbath of May 31 and June 1:

• Suzanne Glickman in loving memory of her beloved father,  

Richard Glickman

• Edythe, William and John Heyman in loving memory of  

George H. Heyman, Jr.

• Joseph Lesser in loving memory of Samene Webber Lesser

For the Sabbath of June 7 and 8:

• Dr. Sandra P. Gluck in loving memory of her aunt, Mildred Hammer

For the Sabbath of June 14 and 15:

• Mrs. A. Coleman Poll in loving memory of her parents, Mildred and 

Jacques G. Coleman

• Roger L. Strong and Family in loving memory of his mother,  

Marguerite G. Strong

For the Sabbath of June 21 and 22:

• Barbara W. Kummel and Family in loving memory of Eugene H. Kummel

• Susan and David Rahm in loving memory of David’s brother,  

Carl Michael Rahm

Life-Cycle Events
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Clergy

Joshua M. Davidson, Senior Rabbi

Amy B. Ehrlich, Rabbi

Andrue J. Kahn, Assistant Rabbi

Sara Y. Sapadin, Adjunct Rabbi

Mo Glazman, Senior Cantor

Alexandra Kurland, Cantorial Intern

Dr. Ronald B. Sobel, Senior Rabbi Emeritus

Dr. David M. Posner, Senior Rabbi Emeritus, l"f
Lori A. Corrsin, Cantor Emerita

Officers
Harris Diamond, President

Andrew F. Moses, Vice President

Gregg M. Rechler, Vice President

Brian L. Pessin, Treasurer

Dena Kleiman, Secretary

Administration and Planning
Cara L. Glickman, Vice President, Administration and Planning

Mark H. Heutlinger, Administrator

  Evan Brown, Director, Communications 

  Jessica Ingram, Director, Member Services

  Rodney Rodgers, Director, Information Technology

  Rachel Sackman, Director, Special Events and Operations

  Anton Shkreli, Director, Facilities

Mitchell Stein, Director, Security

Finance
Steven Jones, Vice President, Finance

Development and Philanthropy
Marilyn F. Kohn, Vice President, Development

  Robyn W. Cimbol, Senior Director, Development and Philanthropy

  Wendy Glick, Assistant Director, Development

Lifelong Learning/Religious School
Saul Kaiserman, Director, Lifelong Learning

  Rachel Brumberg, Associate Director, Lifelong Learning

  Jackie Schreiber, Director, Faculty and Family Engagement

  Emma Kate Lindsay, Coordinator, Youth Learning and Engagement

The Temple Emanu-El Streicker Center
Dr. Gady Levy, Executive Director

  Erika Resnick, Assistant Director

  Hadass Attia, Creative Director

  Warren Klein, Curator, Herbert & Eileen Bernard Museum of Judaica

  Marjorie Shuster, Librarian, Ivan M. Stettenheim Library

Nursery School
Ellen Davis, Director, Nursery School

Funerals
Charles S. Salomon, Funeral Director

TEMPLE EMANU-EL — Clergy, Officers and Staff

Charles S. Salomon

THE UNIVERSAL FUNERAL CHAPEL

1076 Madison Avenue | 212-753-5300
Our service is available in the temple,  

home or our chapel.

The Cemeteries of Congregation Emanu-El

SALEM FIELDS and BETH-EL

A limited number of above-ground crypts 
are available in our community mausoleum. 
For information, please call Mark Heutlinger 

at the Temple Office, 212-507-9511.

Services
WEEKLY SERVICES

Friday Evening
Fifth Avenue Sanctuary

Organ recital at 5:45 PM
Service begins at 6:00 PM

Saturday Morning
Fifth Avenue Sanctuary
Torah Study at 9:15 AM

Organ recital at 10:15 AM
Service begins at 10:30 AM

DAILY SUNSET SERVICES

Sunday-Thursday at 5:30 PM
Marvin and Elisabeth Cassell 

Community House 
One East 65th Street

FOR THE  
HEARING IMPAIRED

A hearing loop is installed in the 
Fifth Avenue Sanctuary and the 
Beth-El Chapel; switch aid to 

T-coil. Headsets and neck loops 
are available.

WATCH SERVICES ONLINE
All Shabbat and most holiday 
services are broadcast online  

on the following channels:
emanuelnyc.org/broadcast
facebook.com/emanuelnyc
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GENE L. BLUMENTHAL HALL
Capacity: 200 seated
150 with dance space

HOST YOUR EVENT
AT TEMPLE EMANU-EL

We have quality catering options 
for a Kiddush lunch after a bar 

or bat mitzvah ceremony, a 
reception for a baby naming or 

bris, or any other life-cycle event, 
including shiva. 

Contact Rachel Sackman at  
212-507-9574 or  

rsackman@emanuelnyc.org 
to learn more and schedule your 

event today. 

LEVENTRITT ROOM
Capacity: 100 seated
125 cocktails

ISAAC MAYER WISE HALL
Capacity: 350 seated
300 with dance space

“I am thrilled to be joining Temple Emanu-El. I 
have been a proud New Yorker for nearly 23 
years. Previously, I built a small fashion apparel 
business while raising my two boys, now aged 
8 and 6. I am excited to bring my passion for 
community service and relationship building to 
this remarkable New York institution.”

— Marni Turner-Serbin, Membership Associate

Welcoming our new Membership Associate



CONGREGATION EMANU-EL
OF THE CITY OF NEW YORK

One East 65th Street
New York, NY 10065

A CONVERSATION WITH 

TUESDAY 

SEPTEMBER 24 

7:00 PM

$45

CHIEF JUSTICE OF THE 

UNITED STATES

SPECIAL TEMPLE MEMBERS PRE-SALE STARTS MAY 1 EMANUELSTREICKERNYC.ORG


